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BANTING AND BEST CHILD CARE CENTRE
NEWSLETTER

                       September 2020
Centre Update
· Welcome back!

· We would like to wish all the children who have moved on all the best in the new school year.   We will miss you!
· The centre had reopened on July 13, 2020.  We had a low number of children attending the School-Age and Kindergarten program and had only opened one room for each age group as parents decided to keep their children home during the summer.
· At the end of summer, the teachers set the rooms back up to School set up as Teachers will need to plan and set up for the new school year. Magda and Angela went over to Prince of Peace to set up and organize their rooms also as the Satellite Programs were closed this summer.
· Centre staff are continuing with the added cleaning and disinfecting protocol as listed in the Toronto Public Health Guidelines

· Parents please make sure before your child(ren) return to the centre in September that you have read and signed off on our new policies and procedures, Covid-19 parent hand book and completed an up to date emergency form.  We will need all these done before hand.  If you have any questions please feel free to give Ellen or Manouri a call at the centre or you can email us. Updated Policies and Procedures will be sent to all parents next week.
· We will be using an Online Health Screening form to do our Health Screening Procedure.  Parents are responsible for filling out the form in the morning before leaving their homes to come to the centre.  For parents in the before and afterschool programs and their child doesn’t attend the program in the morning, must fill out the Online Health Screening form by 9:00 am and submit it.  If we do not receive your child’s Online Health Screening Form, they will not be allowed to attend the program in the afternoon. 
· Families that have staggard starts at Banting and Best P.S., that have their children enrolled in the Before and After school program unfortunately the centre can only operate with before and afterschool hours, as classrooms will not be available for use.  Please make alternate arrangements if your child starts on September 16, 17 &18 .
E-mail: bantingandbestcc@gmail.com 

Website: www.bantingandbestcc.com/myhome 

Dear Parents: Please feel free to e-mail us if you have any questions and concerns. The Centre is a PEANUT & NUT FREE environment. Please do not bring any breakfast, lunch and snack containing peanuts and tree nuts.  
We are NO LONGER accepting Birthday Cakes or loot bags, as we are trying to limit the number of things brought into the centre due to Covid-19.
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Samuel D. & Michael – Sept. 1
Koagulan – Sept. 2

Selena – Sept. 5
Mattheo – Sept. 6
Avinash & Matthew – Sept. 8

Evan – Sept. 9

Doreen – Sept. 13

Peter – Sept. 16

Jaden & Faithen – Sept. 24
JR ROOM

By: Ellen
I would like to welcome Lydia, Jaxon, Matthew and Devin to our Preschool Program.  We have our Preschool room reopened now.  At the moment we have 3 teachers in the Program, Milly, Lisa and Erika.  The children are exploring and building a relationship with each other and with their teachers. We will be updating on the Himama app as much as we can. 

If you need to get in contact with the teachers of your child, you can email them at the centre, give us a call or leave message also on the Himama app.

We are maintaining the extra measures to ensure that the children and staff sty safe and healthy.

Thank you for entrusting the care of your child with us. 

Kindergarten Summer Camp

By: Angela, Lily, Dilshani, & Jolentha
This summer even with all the different challenges we face, we had a blast. The children were so adaptive to the changes and challenges. Great work!

We started our first week with getting oriented to the program and room.  On our first week together, we spent most of our days outdoors in the fields. This is where our adventure began of insect life and discovering nature. 

During our time outdoors we discovered there were lots of caterpillars. We saw caterpillars crawling, caterpillars that were in a cocoon state.  Each day we would come back to the same tree and observe the cocoon to see if it has hatched out to become a butterfly. In class we got to watch an Eric Carle Story of “The Very Hungry Caterpillar”.  In the end we saw that the caterpillar had hatched into the butterfly.  The children were excited to see if the cocoon hanging on the leaf would turn into a monarch butterfly. 

Lily took the FDK children around the field to talk to them about different types of plants and fruit trees around our area.
The children were – and still are – very interested in looking for bugs outdoors using our magnifying glasses and tongs. The children were particularly interested in snails so we created a week-long mini project called Snail City, where each child found a snail (which they named on their own) to take care of for a week. We used this as an opportunity to question and research different facts about snails that would help us to take care of them. Children collected berries and natural materials to feed and make a habitat for the snails daily. Throughout the week the children also played individually with their snails by making them play structures out of blocks. At the end of the week, we had a bonfire where we sang songs on the ukulele around the rocks and took turns saying goodbye to our snails before we released them into the grass. We commemorated the project by taking pictures with our snails and hanging picture frames in the classroom for children to remember and reflect. The children still continue looking for snails whenever it rains and sometimes reflect back on the experience by saying they found their snail from Snail City!

Throughout their play, children continually role-played as police and police cars, so we implemented some police themed activities. We did a lot of police themed arts and crafts like making handcuffs with twine and beads, and police badges with paint on tin foil. We added toy police helmets to our play to enhance children’s imaginative play and from here children took on different roles and assigned rules to create their own police games with one another. We also implemented a few experiments like the graphite fingerprint experiment where each child observed their fingerprint and compared theirs to their classmates.

Children have been using transactions a lot in their play and representing money through art. As a result, we created a “marketplace” where each child was assigned a store to sell their own items. Each child was responsible for writing out their own menus (and prices) as well as creating objects for sale. We used cardboard boxes and trays to create 3D replicas of everyone’s store. We had a whole marketplace full of pizza stores, sushi stores, drink stores, and dessert stores!
The marketplace experience inspired a new tool that we use in the classroom called the “chore chart”, where children earn $1 for every chore they complete, or if we notice the children are following rules without being asked. We challenge the children every week to raise $30 to “buy” a freezie on Friday, and at the end of the week we count our money to see who can buy a freezie. This has been working great – children are always excited on Friday to count their money and see if they reached $30!


One week we saw some geese near the field grazing on the grass. One of the children had an idea to create traps from sticks and leaves. We built them to see if they would eat the berries and leaves left in the traps.  When we couldn’t find them the next day, we went on a nature walk to find clues of where the geese may have went.  We decided to go to Milliken Park, to see if they were taking a swim by the pond. There we saw turtles, geese, swans, ducks/ducklings and fishes living in that pond life. 


What a summer we had together, unfortunately summer has come to an end but our adventure doesn’t have to stop there.  Continue to have exciting adventures during the school year and for those who are going to grade one.  I hope you have new and wonderful adventures with your new teachers. 

Have a safe and wonderful school year. I’ll see you all in the next newsletter!

Love Your FDK Teachers, 

Angela, Lily, Dilshani and Jolentha .

SA SUMMER CAMP
By: Bindu, Stacey & Bing
    We welcome children and staff back to the centre!! We have missed the children during the time off, but we have carefully been planning ways to maintain a safe environment for children and staff as well.  There have been a lot of changes within the centre such as screening for all staff and children, temperature checks throughout the day, elimination of wooden toys/objects within the classroom, individually portioned toys and writing utensils and of course, social distancing. We also sanitize toys after each child uses it to ensure there is no cross contamination. We know it’s hard for children to maintain distance sometimes as they have not seen their friends in months. Air fives and hugs are encouraged and unfortunately, we will have to keep up the social distancing. We hope we will be able to return to normalcy pre COVID 19 very soon! 
          Within the classrooms, children have been interested in bugs, bones, airplanes, gimp bracelets/jewellery and smoothies! Children were also quite interested in national flags of various countries. They had a fun time spotting various countries on the globe. Children learned about the life cycle of a butterfly, and they painted their own. They also enjoyed colouring butterflies. Children got a chance to look at the X Ray of the human body. We discussed the heart, veins and certain bones such as the skull and rib cage and we learned about fish bones. Airplanes were popular as well and children were interested in flying airplanes outdoors, and they made an aeroplane with connecting straws; even came up with airplane tag on the field. Bracelets were made using gimp, as well as necklaces. Children were eager to learn how to do this, as we also watched a YouTube video together to learn. We also learned about the 5 food groups and staff made a strawberry banana smoothie in the kitchen with yogurt and milk for children to try. Due to COVID 19, children were unable to help make the smoothie but they enjoyed tasting and guessing the ingredients for it. The children enjoyed the smoothie, but asked to make a tropical one as well. A couple weeks ago, children tried a pineapple, mango, peach and strawberry smoothie with orange juice. They loved it! And the secret ingredient… spinach! Children did not even taste it, as the sweet taste of the fruit overpowered the spinach. The children in room 104 wanted to make the smoothie again. Children also participated in a vote in which they were given a voting card. With this, they circled the movie in which they wanted to watch in class. we also had a pyjama day and we had a picnic day.  The children decided on the movie “Coco". We agreed that it was a funny but also sad movie.
          The summer days this year were also very hot and humid! Children enjoyed water play outside in the daycare playground. They were given water balloons and water guns. Some children decided to sun bathe after getting soaked. We also had freezies by the trees on the field to cool down. Summer came and flew by. We all had a great summer together and made friends with the other children in the Prince of Peace program.
          A big thank you to you, the parents, for your cooperation and patience during these times. There have been many changes that could have not been made possible without your help. We know the adjustments have been difficult as we are all adapting to a new "normal". We hope you all enjoyed the summer with us and we look forward to seeing you in September!
POP SA SUMMER CAMP
by: Atiya, Dilshani & Magda
Since March break we had to be home because of Covid-19. It was something that no one ever expected, to stay home for over four months. Since July 13 we started to come back to our programs although gradually and cautiously as more children are coming back to the centre. We had to remind and teach the children the rules of social distancing, hands hygiene and wearing masks.  It is quite encouraging to see that the children are trying their best to follow these rules and the new norms we are now living with. They are also getting used to enjoying the activities individually.

Initially there were very few children who came to the centre when it reopened. Now more and more children are coming.  We have 7 children from POP.  They had missed the centre very much and now they are happy to be back. 

The weather has been very nice so far, which allowed the children to enjoy the outdoors as much as they wanted. They enjoyed running in the open space and playing different games and activities that do not require physical touching.  They enjoyed searching for butterflies, different insects and collecting leaves. One of the younger children found an orange colored tree leaf which is quite surprising for this time before the start of the fall season.  We are hoping that the weather will stay nice so that the children can continue to enjoy the outdoors activities. The children are also looking forward to going back to Satellite Program rooms.

We are also happy that the children and their families have been safe and healthy.  Like the rest of us we are learning to cope with the new norm in life brought about by Covid-19. We also hope that things will work for the better in the near future, when vaccines and anti-virus drugs become available. Then we will enjoy seeing and communicating with you, the parents, as we used to do. Until then we wish you all the best, to remain safe and sound.
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