Dear parents and caregivers of children in SA 104,

I hope you have all been keeping busy and well during these trying times. It seems that time is flying, I can not believe we are approaching the summer months! It has been a long few months and we are looking forward to seeing everyone again soon and getting back to a new ‘normal’. We really do miss the children and families of Banting and Best.

As restrictions are being lifted across the province, we kindly remind you and your loved ones to continue with:
1. Proper hand washing procedures 
2. The wearing of a mask while in public 
3. Maintaining social distance (2 meters) with others outside of your household
4. The daily disinfecting of cloth masks 
5. Avoiding unnecessary travel

This ensures for a smooth transition for you and your children as they return to Banting and Best! We are continuously practicing safety measures and precautions to ensure you and your children remain safe. We have been keeping busy coming up with new ways to set up the classroom in a way where children remain engaged while adhering to the guidelines and safety measures to prevent the spread of Covid-19. 

We kindly remind you to continue to provide children with the following items, and ensure they are labeled: 
1. Face masks (at least 2 for the day)
2. A pair of both indoor and outdoor shoes (closed toed)
3. An extra set of clothes (we will keep it at the centre)
4. Water bottle

CHANGES IN THE CENTRE

All staff, children and parents/caregivers will be screened prior to entering the centre to ensure the safety of others. There will only be 1 entrance and exit point when dropping off and picking up children.*Please keep this in mind when trying to pick up children from outside during outdoor play. * Because of the new procedures, parents will no longer be permitted to enter the building. Therefore, documentation boards will not be seen by parents in the classrooms. Instead of displaying pictures of your child(ren) on the documentation board, documentation will now take place via email. An email will be sent with pictures of your child completing an activity or showing off their awesome work!  

All staff will be wearing masks throughout the day while indoors, during transitions, while cleaning and disinfecting, while with an ill child and also when dealing with bodily fluids. We have added extra cleaning procedures to ensure one child comes into contact with a toy/activity. After the toy/activity is finished being used by a child, it will be placed in a cleaning bin OUTSIDE of the classroom to ensure the toy/activity is sanitized before another child uses it. We have decided that it is best for children to have their own individual bag of art materials including pencil crayons, markers, scissors, glue, stickers, paper etc to limit the contact of shared items. Tape marks will also be used in the classroom to direct children in an orderly fashion. We will try to do our best to spend most of the day doing activities outside, weather permitting. Fresh air is good for everyone and being active is an important part of good heart health. 

With discussion, staff at Banting and Best have decided that children will not be permitted to wear a face mask while outside, as long as social distancing is maintained. We know from experience that with the hot weather, masks are not the most suitable or comfortable, especially when children are running around. If this is a concern, please feel free to let either Raina or I know so that we ensure your child wears a mask while outside.

Unfortunately, for now, there will be no sensory activities. We are aware many of the children particularly enjoy these activities. Here is a link to multiple sensory activities that will be sure to keep you busy at home in the meantime! 

Sensory Play School Age:
https://www.pinterest.ca/JennRoznicki/sensory-play-school-age/

31 Days of Sensory Play Ideas:
https://childhood101.com/sensory-play-ideas/

THINGS TO REMEMBER:
1. No outside toys are to be brought into the classroom
2. Try to limit the amount of items that are brought into the centre
3. If you think you or your child are experiencing any symptoms, please stay home and notify Ellen, Manouri or staff 
4. If you or your child do not pass screening, your child will not be permitted in the centre

CONTACT INFORMATION

Below, please find our contact information. I know there are a lot of changes and it is a lot to take in, but everything will get better with time. If you have any other questions, concerns or ideas, we are always here to listen. We will try our best to get back to you in a timely manner and answer any questions as best as we can! 

Stacey’s email: stacey.sa104@gmail.com  
Raina’s email: rainausheva@gmail.com
Banting and Best Childcare Centre email: bantingandbestcc@gmail.com 

In the meantime, please keep a look out for emails from the centre and myself for updates on the reopening date and new procedures and information.  

We are all in this together and we will work through it together.

Until we meet again, 
Stacey 
