Dear POP-KG parents,

	Angela here! What a crazy 3 months it has been! We have some children going to SK in September, and some going to the school age room! Luckily we will still have the summer to spend together before some of our SKs move to Grade 1. I hope you and your families are all safe. Just wanted to touch base and check how you’re all doing, as well as provide some context as to what’s going to happen in the classroom going forward! I have created this email as a way for us to connect! Please email me here if you have any questions regarding our classroom (although any admin related questions should still be passed onto Neza and Ellen at Banting & Best!)

	I miss the children dearly – if any of the children are missing me at all, please feel free to respond to this email and we can maybe schedule a Google Meet webcam chat! I would love to see how everyone is doing  

Doc Boards – How will they work?
Because of the updated drop-off and pick-up process upon return, I have decided that going forward I will be emailing my documentation boards and photos of our activities digitally so you can all still keep up to date with what’s going on in the classroom! Ideally this will be done at the regular bi-weekly basis, but please bear with me if this takes a little bit more time while I am figuring things out myself. 

Please note that I will have to blur out faces of the children and possibly use initials instead of names to maintain confidentiality. If you notice a picture of your child and you want the original, please feel free to email me and I am more than happy to send you the original photo (as long as it only has your child in the photo). 

*** If you do NOT want pictures or blurbs of your child to be included in the documentation board emails, please reply to this email to let me know. 



Housekeeping
Some supplies and points to consider providing for your child upon return…
· Anything brought into the centre for the child must be LABELLED – this includes their backpack, supplies, clothing and shoes. We want to limit potential cross contamination as much as possible.
· Please provide face masks for your child (Please keep a stack in a Ziploc bag and label the bag with your child’s name. These will need to be replenished when low).
· Extra clothes (shorts, socks, shirts, face cloths) – reminder to dress appropriately for the weather. Children do NOT have to wear their POP Uniform in the summer.
· Proper indoor and outdoor shoes (please LABEL your child’s shoes)
· Sunscreen and an appropriate hat for the summer weather
· NO FABRIC BACKPACKS WILL BE ALLOWED. Please provide a tote bag or plastic bag that can be cleaned and disinfected. 
· NO TOYS FROM HOME WILL BE ALLOWED IN THE CENTRE
· Water bottles MUST be taken home EVERYDAY to be washed and brought back the next day. 

Face Masks, Social Distancing, and Hand-Washing

Children (as well as the parent/guardian that drops them off and picks them up) will be expected to wear a face-mask. I ask that you continue enforcing face-mask wearing, social distancing (2 feet apart), and hand-washing at home as well – staff will also be wearing face masks and face shields. The more that they are exposed to this protocol, the easier their transition will be, as we will be focusing heavily on hand-washing and sanitizing as much as possible during this time.

	I understand this is a big change for the children and even for us as adults! I would like to reassure you I am here to support you and answer any questions if needed to help with this transition. Again, if you need to contact me for any reason regarding anything in our classroom or regarding your child, do so at this email and I will do my best to respond in a timely manner:

Angela’s POP-KG email: angela.popkg@gmail.com

As always, any admin-related questions, notices of absences, lates, or health screening updates can be forwarded to Neza and Ellen at Banting & Best – and they will pass on the messages to me:
Banting and Best Email: bantingandbestcc@gmail.com
Banting and Best Phone Number: 416-291-6163

Finally, here are a few resources for you and your child to keep you busy! Hang in there   

DIY Face Mask Video Tutorial: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRfhuRNua_E

Pink Trombone – an online speech synthesis tool for children (labels parts of the mouth, throat, and provides an interactive online experience of how our voices change!): 
https://dood.al/pinktrombone/

[bookmark: _GoBack]Musical Squares Online App (Requires Flash plugin on computer) – try to encourage children to make different shapes and lines, or write letters and numbers using the grid to hear what melody it makes… each square has a different sound. Children can make their own melodies!
https://www.misterx.ca/Musical_Squares.html

35 Activities for Kids at Home:
https://www.thissimplebalance.com/activities-for-kids-at-home/

Glittery Germ Science Experiment – an interactive science experiment using dish soap, water, and glitter that shows how the glitter (germs) run away from the dish soap! Great for showing the importance of handwashing.
https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/450500768977423882/

Angela’s Germ Transfer Science Experiment – this is my lesson plan I’ve created to show children how easily and quickly our germs can spread from our hands to other surfaces using glue and glitter, and the importance of handwashing to kill germs!
The activity plan template is attached in the email as a separate file.

Basic Sign Language: Since we will be encouraging less talking at lunch time to prevent spread of germs, now is a great time to practice basic signs for children to use to communicate with their teachers: “more”, “all done”, “water”, “milk”, “please”, “thank you” etc.
https://kidcourses.com/sign-language-asl/

York Catholic District School Board Resources for Parents and Students: includes Accessibility resources for people with disabilities, a guide to distance learning, special education resources for parents, and more.
https://www.ycdsb.ca/covid-19/resources/

As always, parents will be notified and sent the new guidelines to follow shortly when we get approval. Ellen will be in touch with you via phone call or email when we are ready for reopening. We appreciate your patience in this stage – we just want to ensure our rooms are fully safe for families before we can reopen. The safety of the children is our first and utmost priority! We look forward to seeing everyone once we reopen. 

See you all very soon and stay safe,
Angela @ POP-KG
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