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BANTING AND BEST CHILD CARE CENTRE
NEWSLETTER

                       March 2020
Centre Update
· We would like to Welcome Chloe, Harry C, Anton, Tony, Leo, Khushi, Ann-Marie and Dion to the Centre.  
· Welcome back to our Centre to Nyla-Marie. 

· Staff will be attending Umbrella’s Annual Conference on March 7th, 2020.  They will be bringing back new ideas, knowledge and strategies to use in their programs.

· Parents thank you for all your cooperation and help with keeping the children safe and healthy during this sensitive time with the Coronavirus. Reminder to always follow proper handwashing with water and soap, use Hand sanitizer if soap is not available, covering coughs and sneezes with a tissue,  if you don’t have a tissue cover coughs and sneezes into your sleeve or arm, and if you or your family members are sick please stay at home.
· Updates on the Corona Virus that we receive from Toronto Public health are posted by the door or by our Parent Health boards.  If you have any questions or concerns please let Neza or Ellen know. If you have visitors or family members who have recently come from China please let the Neza or Ellen know.
· Spots in the Satellite Program that we run at Prince of Peace C.S. Still has spots available for the Kindergarten age group and the School Age group. Please let friends and family know if they need before and after school care, for their children whom attends school at Prince of Peace C.S.
· BAM Entertainment will be visiting our centre on Wednesday, March 18th to present 2 shows.  Preschool groups and Kindergarten groups show “Sharing and Caring” will be at 10:00 am.  The School-Age Show “Little Yellow School Bus” will be at 11:00 am.  Please make sure your child is at the centre before the show times for their group.
E-mail: bantingandbestcc@gmail.com 
Website: www.bantingandbestcc.com/myhome 
Dear Parents: Please feel free to e-mail us if you have any questions and concerns. The Centre is a PEANUT & NUT FREE environment. Please do not bring any breakfast and snack containing peanuts and tree nuts.  We are NO LONGER accepting Birthday Cakes.  If you would like to share something with your child’s group please bring in fruit or loot bags. Let us continue to keep our children safe!
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Amy & Harry – Mar. 2nd 




Austin – Mar. 6th  

Eric – Mar. 21st  



Alvina – Mar. 7th  

Alexander – Mar. 24th



Danni – Mar. 16th 

Hannah – Mar. 25th



Terrence – Mar. 17th 
 
Luke & Nathan – Mar. 28th   

Christie – Mar. 18th

Preston – Mar. 30th
JR ROOM

By: Bindu
Happy new year to all of you. We had a wonderful Christmas party in our day care. Thank you to the parents who spent their time with us, in the last three months we celebrated many festivals like Christmas, New year, Chinese New Year, Valentine’s day and Family day.

In the month of December, children were interested in learning different kinds of animals. We did a lot of activities based on animals. Children created a paper plate lion. They created different types of animal crafts every day. Children prepared and made a reindeer hat for the Christmas concert. First, they traced both of their hands to make the horns for the reindeer. Next day children cut out the traced lines of their hands and glued it on to a strip of paper to make a reindeer hat. After the reindeer hat was finished the children were excited to put on their hats.
We welcomed our New Year. We observed the children’s interest, based on that observation, we set up a cookie shop.  We also Celebrated Chinese New Year by setting up various activities and crafts. We decorated the rooms with crafts that look like rat, since it was the year of rat. Some activities the children did was creating a lantern and did a few day’s project of creating a Chinese New Year blossom with arm and hand print. We had a dumpling workshop with parents. Children all dressed up in their traditional clothes to the Centre on that day. It was a wonderful day to see all the parents who joined our workshop. Thank you to all the parents that came.

In the month of February, we had special celebrations of Valentine’s day and Family day. Children were interested in making cards for their beloved parents. First day we traced and coloured a heart shaped card. Second day children stamped valentine’s day symbols on the card. Third day gluing the heart shapes on the cards and decorated it. We changed our dramatic centre into doctor clinic. Children were used the clinical equipment and tested their friends and teacher. We baked cookies for family day. The children helped o measured the ingredients.

A science activity the children explored with was creating a snow volcano. We mixed baking soda, vinegar and food colouring into the snow. We observed how the snow became a volcano. We were all amazed by this science experiment. For the month march, children were interested in fish.  We decided to change the dramatic centre into an ocean area.
SR ROOM
 By: Manouri
Happy New Year 2020 to all of you!
2019 flew by us so fast, and here we are in the New Year. We had our annual Christmas concert in the gym, where the parents were happy to see their children performing on stage. Delicious dinner was served to all after the performances of all the age groups and Santa presented gifts to the children at the end of the event. We decorated our room with Christmas ornaments, and we took photos of each child in the room and made a globe. Parents were happy to take them home, to hang it on their Christmas tree.

In January, we saw many changes in the weather, where the temperature kept fluctuating every day. We made the best use whenever we had snow as the children loved playing with the snow. We did many experiments with the snow. We took a bowl of snow inside to see how long it will stay with the heater, and the children were surprised to see the snow getting lesser and lesser. We also took spray bottles with food colouring to spray on the snow. Children loved mixing colours in the snow and imagined them as different flavors of ice cream. In January we also celebrated Chinese New Year. Lily made sticky rice pudding with the children. We also visited Al Premium supermarket to buy ingredients for our dumplings and red pockets for the children. During our visit we also observed the changes to the supermarket with all the different decorations and treats that they had on display for the New year celebration. We made dumplings in the room and we invited the parents to join us. Thank you to all the parents who joined us and sent goodies to share with the children. Thai Pongal was also celebrated in January. We discussed what the festival is, and how it is celebrated in the Asian countries. In January the children were interested in cars, shapes, magnets, and structures. We made different types of vehicles with magnets and Duplo blocks. Children did sorting and matching games with cars and shapes. We used Lego’s to make different types of structures. The dramatic center was turned into a doctor’s office where the children examined each other.
In February, we had a sequence of events to look forward to. We had a discussion about Black History month. Then came Groundhog Day, and everyone was anxiously waiting to see if we will have an early spring. We did many crafts for Groundhog Day. February is also the month of love, and Valentine's day was celebrated on the 14th, 2020. Once again thank you to all the parents who sent treats. We turned our dramatic center into a card making and gift shop for Valentine's day. Family Day holiday led us into many discussions, where we talked about the members of our families and how they are called. Children were also interested in dinosaurs, fish and continued to be interested in cars. We made salt dough dinosaur fossils and labeled parts of the fish. Children continued to practice using the scissor to cut out materials for the crafts and are continuing to trace their names.
Please check your Hi Mama every day.  There is information about your child’s day and great photographs and details about their interest and activities that they have participated in.
It has been cold lately, and the weather keeps changing now and then. So please dress according to the weather and be safe when walking in the snow.
FDK 103
By: Jolentha


Winter is almost over and then we welcome spring again.  Come read-a –long with us through our 3 month journey in the FDK 103 room.  Last we left off we were practicing our songs for the Christmas Concert.  Since the end of December we performed our two songs for the families. The children had a great time, they also got to meet Santa and receive a gift from him as well. 


Fast forward a bit we are already in the month of January. Here are some of the highlights of this month.  We explored with tanagram shapes building 2D and 3D shapes.  They realized that you can also use the tanagram shapes by standing them up creating different dimensions to the build. 


One interest sparked from one childs interest in playing chinese chess. I didn’t know much of how to play the game nor did I know of the rules.  We had gems and a 10x10 board,  I thought  it would be a good idea to teach them another game that I know how to play. The children were interested in learning the game “Othello”.  I was amazed that they picked up the game quite fast and learned the rules to the games. 


Gong Hay Fat Choy! Celebrating the year of the Rat. The FDK 103 Children and I would like to give a big thanks to Becky (Dyson’s Mom).  She came to volunteer her time with us, she taught us to make  a 3D lantern out of red pockets. The children were engaged  in learning  and sharing of the materials. If you’ve come to visit out FDK room you could’ve of seen them hanging by our Dramatic Centre.  The children did a cooking activity of making a traditional dish called “Tang Yuan” meaning unity and the shape of it being round and whole, it is made from Glutinous Rice Flour and water. For our Tang Yuan, we mixed the flower and added food dye  to make it all colourful to eat. 


Cooking Club was a big interest in January. The children chose to make Pizza after we turned our Dramatic Centre into a Pizza Store.  It was only fitting that we learned to make pizza.  We got started early in making the dough, the children were interested in how the pizza dough would rise. They learned about an ingredient called Yeast. Yeast was the content that would make the dough double in size.  Cooking was a great way to learn about the science in dough rising,  learning math terms from measurements, to learning new vocabulary of the tools being used.  The children learned about the process of time that goes into cooking a pizza. The best part was how fast that pizza dissappered. 


We’ve jumped into February now, Winter weather in February were up and down. Sometimes we would have a lot of snow and sometimes we would have puddles 



A little bit of Imagination goes a long way. I love how children can take a simple pile of ice chunks and pretend it to be a campfire. The children were piling the ice chunks  in a pile to pretented to make a fire. I found some sticks and they said they were roasting hot dogs.  Sometimes when there was just puddles, they were engaged in making soup. 


When we had a lot of snow one February day, the FDK children were interested in building an igloo. We had a discussion about making different shelters. I talked to them about this shelter that they can make called a Quinzee, where you pile up a mountail of snow and let the snow settle down, then we can tunnel through making a shelter on the inside.


The children had small discussions about space in early January,  It wasn’t until now that they got more curious about learning of the planets. They started asking questions about how come we can live on Earth and not on any other planets. We found out that Earth is made up of 80 water. Which means that the planet cannot burn up because of the masses of water surrounding the lands.  Then we got into a discussion about how we should keep our Earth Clean because all the garbage that we are producing is harming our earth and affecting the waters, which intern affects all live stocks. Lets work together to Recycle and Reuse to keep our planet clearn. 


Whats upcoming in March. Well I hope everyone is looking for a great March Break filled with Fun and more exiting things to learn. 


Just a reminder to Parents and  Guardians, we have an activity stand that each room share ideas with the families one what they you can do with your child at home or information. These lovely activity informations are located right when you enter the daycare doors to your left (on a Clear a stand). I hope you all enjoy a great March Break, we will see you back in our June newsletter with another great read. 

FDK 105
By: Bing

Hi, everyone. Hope you and your family had a nice winter holiday.
In December, our children enjoyed the Christmas Party with their families and centre things. They tried their best to perform the songs on the stage and got the presents from Santa. During the winter break, our children have many chances to play and explore with snow. We went to the park to toboggan down the hill. We made the snow angels after heavy snow fell and slid on the snow. We built an igloo on the playground and made different sized snow man on the logs. Winter is FUN!

There was a favorite festival in January----the Lunar New Year. Most of the children in our class are from the Chinese background. Chinese New Year is the important festival for their families. We set up some different materials to engage the children to explore this culture through participating in these activities. They read the books about the Chinese New Year and made the dragon puppets to play with their friends. They copied the Chinese character on the red paper to decorate our class and made the red pocket to give good wishes to their parents. They played the dragon dance to enjoy the traditional culture in the class. Through these activities, our children learned some Chinese characters in Mandarin and knew some traditional culture about China.

In February, the children liked to pretend to be a police officer and play in the class. They wore the uniform and built a police car with wooden blocks. They made the police hats with construction paper and built a police station using Lego blocks.

As you know, in January 2020, a novel coronavirus was identified as the cause of an outbreak of pneumonia originating in Wuhan, China. We were all concerned about how to protect ourselves. Hand hygiene is the most important thing to do to protect us. Please remind your children to wash their hands properly when they come back or before eating. Let’s work together to keep us safe.

SA 102

By: Lily

In December, The school agers decided they will perform “Jingle Bell Rock” and do a little dance to “Feliz Navidad” for our annual Christmas party day. They worked hard to practice every day. Finally, it came the performance day, and they brought out their best performance. During holiday week, the School Agers explored many activities related to Christmas, such as salt dough ornament, using cardboard to make Christmas trees and snowmen, making igloos using boxes, etc. Also, many School Agers were interested in building things with pine flanks. They built the tallest tower by using 200 pieces of pine flanks, and they followed an instruction booklet to build different of structures. 

In January, we celebrated Chinese New Year. We did a lot of special activities. We made Chinese rice cake. They used GOJI berries to build Chinese lucky word on the rice cake. We also made dumplings. After we were done preparing, we took it to kitchen to cook. Children asked to boil and fry the dumplings.  The children were excited to taste the dumplings they made. They voted which dumpling they like the most. In addition, we did write Chinese rhyming couplet, writing Chinese numbers, and a red pocket design contest. After these experiences, they learned more about Chinese cultures.
Due to the cold weather, we used school Gym every afternoon for gross motor. We played basketball, badminton, limbo, hula hoop, skipping rope, bean bags, dodge ball and soccer. We had lot of fun playing at the gym, and we got good exercise there. 

In February, cooking and perler beads were two interests that were big for the School Agers. When it was cooking day, the children voted for pizza. They shaped the dough in the way he/she wanted. They cut the topping ingredients such as pepper, mushroom, and tomatoes and shred the cheese. They enjoyed eating the freshly baked pizza. On another day, they made sushi. They spread cooked rice on the sushi sheet; then, put imitation crabmeat on top and roll the sheet by use their hands. They dipped sushi in soy sauce and enjoyed eating sushi. They enjoyed using perler beads to create different of art features. 

Spring is coming soon. We can’t wait to spend more time outdoors. 

SA 104
By: Stacey

The School age children of room 104 have been interested in trying new foods. We have been doing a lot of cooking activities from apple crumble to nachos with fresh made guacamole, to oatmeal with cinnamon and sugar and pizza!
We have also experimented with different recipes for slime and found that the school glue, baking soda and contact solution combination worked best! I think the children are becoming slime experts! 

The last few weeks have been busy and full of fun and games on the PA days and strike days. We enjoyed the "Minions" movie with some yummy snacks that included popcorn, Doritos and fruit punch. We celebrated Valentine's day by throwing a party filled with decorations, balloons and treats. The children baked cupcakes and decorated them in red and pink icing and sprinkles. We played "cupid's arrow", and had a team mate competition to see who would complete Valentine's day activities first. Prizes were to be won and children also exchanged valentines and treats after creating their own Valentine's day goodie bags. Children were interested in the straw build and built a straw house together, which showed great cooperation skills! We then got creative and had a straw and masking tape competition in two teams to see who could build the tallest structure. After their hard work and determination, it was a close call; both teams were the winners!

We had fun in the snow by building forts, and sliding down slopes but we look forward to the better weather to enjoy the outdoors! 

 POP - SA
by: Magda & Dilshani

At Prince of Peace SA Room we welcomed Doron, Dion, Ann-Marie, Jacqueline and Harry.  We also said goodbye to Zahnayah. We will soon be saying goodbye to both Jacqueline and Harry.  They have been with us for 2 months and we have enjoyed having them with us.
During our Christmas break and in January, we enjoyed the snowy weather.  We went tobogganing few times.  The children also liked putting on their warm cloths and going out and play with snow. They cooperated and helped each other to make small and big snowballs, which they used to build a snowman, snowwoman and snow kids and build a big snow fort around them.

We celebrated the Chinese New Year, Valentine's day and Family day. Together the staff and the children organized a big family fun day for the children and the parents. The children helped making pizza from scratch, Cinnamon buns, bread steaks and dips.  They also blew balloons to decorate the room with and choose the games they wanted to play with their parents.  It was a lot of fun, everyone enjoyed the food and games. We got prizes for parents and children as they all proved to be winners. It was a successful fun day for everyone. We would like to thank Vincent's mom for contributing different kinds of treats for the party.
The children decided to turn the Drama Centre into a bank.  They took on the roles of a bank manager, security guard, built cash machine and created Visa credit cards. They liked to withdraw cash money, count them, see who made a thousand dollars. One of the children insisted on making a restaurant inside the bank to make food for the bank's employees. 

We started our knitting and drawing club.  The children learned a few stitches every week. More children have been interested in joining the club after observing others.
Thanks to Cecilia's dad for donating to us 2 big containers of beads and hama beads. The children have been using the materials in their activities.

We are looking forward for to Spring. March break is coming soon and we will have a fun filled and safe time.

POP – KG

By: Angela

Dear families,

It’s been quite a busy year! We will be welcoming a returning student, Nyla-Marie, into our class in March, and extending a warm welcome back to Abby, who was on Vacation from January to March. We also celebrated George’s birthday in December.

We added monthly interest-based clubs as part of our curriculum. For our December club, we hosted “Dancember” dance parties in the atrium where we created a class playlist and danced to different songs with props and parachutes. For January we had a spinner club where we had spinner contests every Wednesday. We tested different types of spinners for this contest made of paper plates, snap cube, and Geomakers. For February we had a Dragon club where the JKs and SKs competed in “dragon teams” for a big prize at the end of the month. JKs picked the Komodo Dragon team, and SKs picked the Anthromorph Dragon team. We are still waiting until the end of the month to see which dragon team wins! The March club will be Beyblade themed, and we will host Beyblade tournaments outdoors. Parents, you are welcome to send your child to school with any Beyblade toys or stadiums for the month of March!   


In these past few months, we had a few events! Our Christmas concert was a success. We performed a dance to Mele Kalikimaka - thank you to all parents who were able to attend and we hope you enjoyed it! We also had our first Chinese New Year Pajama Party, where we made hot chocolate and watched Finding Nemo. For this event, children prepared dragon bags and helped to bake and decorate a cake for the families. We enjoyed watching Finding Nemo with Nemo hats that Olivia’s mom contributed for the event. A big thank-you to all the parents who were able to attend and contribute some snacks for the event! We hope to continue hosting more fun family events for our class in the future – especially when the weather warms up!


We thank you for your continued patience regarding the strikes – we are glad to continue to provide care for your child during this time! Please remember to check the Labour Update on the TCDSB website or follow the TCDSB Twitter account (@TCDSB) for any information regarding the strike statuses. While the weather is warming up, just a friendly reminder to keep sending snowpants and extra clothing to school for outdoor play - there are lots of puddles from snow melting, and we want to ensure children’s pants don’t get too wet. Please also remember to continue practicing handwashing and hygiene techniques with your child. Thank you for your cooperation.

~Angela
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