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BANTING AND BEST CHILD CARE CENTRE
NEWSLETTER

                       December 2019
Centre Update
· Our Centre’s Annual Christmas Party is on December 13th at 6:00 p.m. RSVPs must be in by December 2nd, 2019.
· Christmas break survey will be conducted soon.
· Parents if you have any outgrown children’s snow pants, boots and pants at home and are no longer needing them, we would greatly apricate if you would like to donate them to the centre to use as spares during the winter.

· We are collecting canned and dry food items for ACSA’s Food Drive.  A box has been placed in our lobby area.  Pick up of items is for December 17th.

· The centre will be closed on December 25th & 26th, 2019 and January 1st, 2020.
· Children are preparing for their presentations during our Christmas Party.
E-mail: bantingandbestcc@gmail.com 

Dear Parents: Please feel free to e-mail us if you have any questions and concerns. The Centre is a PEANUT FREE environment. Please do not bring any breakfast and snack containing peanuts and tree nuts.  We are NO LONGER accepting Birthday Cakes.  If you would like to share something with your child’s group please bring in fruit or loot bags. Let us continue to keep our children safe!
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Dec. 1 – Keyauna

Dec. 6 – Tahlia & George
Dec. 7 – Queena

Dec. 9 – Ryan & Jason

Dec. 12 – Kelvin

Dec. 13 – Brandon

Dec. 15 – Jimmy

Dec. 17 – Jenny & Dyson

Dec. 21 – Alfred

Dec. 29 – Alvin Chen & Oscar

JR ROOM

By: Milly 

Winter has arrived! With the cold weather upon us, parents please make sure your child is dressed appropriate clothes for outdoor play in the colder weather. Please make sure that they have a winter hat, waterproof mittens, snow boots and pants. Please label your child’s things.
In the last two months, we celebrated Chinese moon festival, Thanksgiving and Halloween. Children were excited and happy to join in all the celebrations.

In September, there were many children interested in learning about different kinds of fruits. We did lots of fun activities related to fruits. We made apple skewer, paper pear, handprint strawberry, Q tip grapes and watermelon suncatcher, etc. Children were excited to make their handprint strawberry. The children worked on this project for three day. On the first day, children made an imprint of their hands-on paper. On the second day, they drew the black dot on the strawberry with Q tips. The last day, children cut the leaves and collage on the strawberries. They were very proud of themselves when they finished their strawberry. Some of them said they want to take home to show their parents. For science activity, children observed the changes in an apple volcano experiment.  They had many questions about the changes they observed when the bubbles formed. We mixed baking soda and vinegar into core of the apple. We observed how the apple becomes a volcano. We used our hands to explore the bubbles. We were all amazed by this science experiment.

In October, we spent more time outside because it was a great time of year to be taking walks and watching the leaves change. Children loved walking to the park to pick up leaves. They were excited to see and collected different color leaves. They looked very proud to show their leaves to their friends and teachers. We also walked around our neighborhood to look for Halloween decorations. Children showed interest in observing different styles of decorations. Therefore, we worked together to change our dramatic center into Halloween haunted house. We posted Halloween banners on the wall, hung ghost crafts the children made and paper spiders the children made on the ceiling. We added costumes in our dramatic area for the children to dress up in. Children pretend to play “trick or treat” game in their haunted house. We also had a Halloween party. Parents were invited to joined us. The Children all dressed up their customs to the centre. It was a wonderful day to see the parents to come and spend time with us. We were grateful to all the parents who brought snacks and joined the party.

In this month, children were interested in transportation. We started to learn the different names of transportation and work on the crafts of traffic lights and school bus.  
SR ROOM
 By: Manouri
Summer passed by us so fast that another school year is around the corner. Some of the children have left the center, and some children have started in our room. A Warm Welcome to all the new children.

In the month of September children were interested in cars, Legos, bugs, trains and crafts. We made a train set with big recycle boxes that we collected from the supermarket, and the children choose the colours they wanted to paint them with. They built different structures and vehicles with Lego pieces, and added people to the structures. We turned our dramatic center into a postal office. We made a post box with a cereal box and made parcels with boxes of crackers and cookies. We also visited the post office in the mall to have a look at the stamps, and how the parcels are weighed. In September, we also celebrated moon festival, where we discussed what moon festival is about. We visited the supermarket and looked at the moon cakes. Fall season began on 23rd September, and the colours of the leaves started to change, which led to nature walks to observed the changes in the leaves. While walking, children saw many bugs and worms on the ground, and they were curious about them. We talked about the worm and made many crafts with pipe cleaners, straws and yarn. The children also started to trace lines and alphabet letters.
October began very colourfully. The changes in the leaves were beautiful; we went around our neighborhood and collected different colours of leaves. We also observed the leaves as they started to change colours and fall off the trees. We did an experiment on why leaves change colours. Children also collected dry sticks and made crafts with them. We had a discussion about Thanksgiving, which is a festival celebrated for giving thanks and sacrifice for the blessing of the harvest of the preceding year. As we discussed about Thanksgiving, children were interested about food. We turned our dramatic center into a restaurant with multicultural food. It was soon time for Halloween; therefore, we decorated our rooms to reflect that. We asked parents to send some treats to share with their peers. Thank you to all the parents who sent us some treats. Children also did sorting activities with leaves and coloured rocks. We started to trace the alphabets in our names. They continued to be interested in car and Legos. We talked about different types of vehicles and their different jobs or uses.
In November we remembered the dead soldiers who died at war. We made Remembrance Day wreaths and poppy flowers. We are surprised with the first set of snow in early November, the children enjoyed tobogganing and playing with the snow. Children had many learning experiences with the snow by comparing the snow from solid /soft, cold/hot, and the quantity. We did an experiment with snow. We brought in the snow and observed it melt as time passed. 
 
Weather is getting cold. Please make sure that your children are dressed properly for the cold weather. Christmas concert is nearing, and we are preparing for the concert. Please help your children practice them at home. Dress warmly and stay safe. Season Greetings to you all. Have a wonderful Season!!!
FDK 103
By: Jolentha
It’s been three months since we started the beginning of School.  The FDK 103 children has settled into their classrooms and has gotten into the routine of things afterschool. 


During the past 3 months the FDK Children have put their creative minds on full blast, they always amaze me with their wonderful creations with linking cubes.  What they made with the linking cubes were dinosaurs a Brachiosaurs and a triceratops. They added on platforms to make an enclosure for the Dino’s. Then they started to build zoo animals along with the theme.


Straw Builders were also a popular item to build with among the children.  I saw children working together to build a house to fit all of them inside.  Others decided to make small little creatures that looked like a water bug.


Even as simple as clothes pins and popsicle sticks can create abundance of things such as an airplane, a transforming Pterodactyl and letters of the Alphabets. 


When the weather was nice and cool, the FDK children decided to make their own kites to test outside of the playground area. 


We did some cooking lessons after school, chef hats were worn and made cupcakes.  The house center was a bakery shop, of course we had to do some baking as well too. 


Fall was in the air, we created scenery of fall leaves using our whole hand and arm by painting our arm as the trunk and adding fall colour leaves we saw outdoors, Red, Orange, Yellow, Brown, Deep purple, and green.  After they painted their arm and hand, they imprinted the colours onto the paper, creating a fall tree. 


To further our knowledge of the Fall air, we took a walk around the back of the school where there are a lot of trees along the path. We discussed about why we haven’t seen much of the insects flying around or on the ground. We saw squirrels digging the ground. The children asked why squirrels dig. Squirrels dig to store their food on the ground so that when winter finishes, they can go back to find their food they buried but a lot of the times they won’t remember where they planted their food.  Then maybe one day it’ll grow another acorn tree. 


On our walk we also discussed about how we shouldn’t touch things we don’t know outdoors especially plants. Some plants might look harmless but could hurt us and some plants can be helpful to us. 


Halloween creeped up on us, the FDK 103 House center was changed into a Haunted house, the children came dressed in their costumes, we had some frightful treats to celebrate. 


After Halloween no one expected that the weather would change so fast. It was snowing and not long our whole outdoors has changed to a white winter scene. No more leaves on the floor and no more leaves on the trees. 


Thank You to the parents, for remembering to bring all the proper winter attire for your children during these cold months. 

Have a safe and wonderful Winter Holidays.

FDK 105
By: Bing
Hi, everyone! This is Bing, the RECE in FDK 105, since October 7. I’m very happy to work with our FDK children and their parents.

In October, we went to the playground and saw the leaves had changed to different colors. Our children were interested in the leaves. They picked up the leaves with different shapes and colors, and told their friends, “I found the yellow!” “Here is red.” “There is green mixed in brown!” They then took the leaves into the class. Some children made a picture with the leaves, some children covered the leaves with various colors. 

Halloween is the end of October. Our children explored with a big pumpkin in the class. They held and knocked it over, and then rolled it on the ground. After the teacher cut off the top, the children found a lot of seeds inside the pumpkin. Every child touched the seeds and got some in their hands. They counted the seeds and compared who got more. Someone even peeled the seeds and tried to find what was inside. Later, the children cut different shapes to make the eyes, nose and mouth on the pumpkin. That is our jack-o-lantern. FDK children wore their costumes and took a picture with it. The children shared some treats in the Halloween party and went to “Trick or Treat” in our centre. That was FUN! I would like to say thank you to our parents who sent in some treats.

At this period in time, our children liked to build with big wooden blocks. They worked as a team to build a house and a castle, and even a train. They liked to build a car or a police station with Lego blocks. The children also enjoyed dramatic play. They invited their friends who are in the class and played a birthday party. They pretended to be a teacher or students that were learning numbers. They also took on the roles of a father/mother, who takes care of the baby or cooks the dinner for their family. They like to sit on the carpet and listen to the stories. Our favorite story is “Green Eggs and Ham”. 

We started to practice the songs for our Christmas party now. We will try our best and show you during the party. Winter is coming! Just kindly a reminder that our children need Winter Jackets, Snow pants, Mittens/Gloves, Snow boots, Hats, and Scarf. Happy Holidays!!

SA 102
By: Lily
Another school year begins! The school age children will study hard in school and have fun at the after school program. 

We welcome Justin, Felix, and Tony who joined our program, and we said goodbye to Elix. 

 
In September, the SA children were interested in fall leaves and flowers. They learned the different names of leaves and why leaves change colors?  They created many art projects such as sunflowers and a pastel maple leaf. Also, they explored some science activities like dancing popcorn, apple volcano, and baking soda& vinegar balloon. 

We got some new toys. They enjoyed playing a unicorn puzzle, spirograph art, a rush hour board game, Multiplication Bingo, twister mat dance, etc. 

In October, we welcome Sade and Jalen to our program. Some of SA children really enjoyed making slime. They added cornstarch, shaving cream, and baking soda into the slime. The boys enjoyed play spinning top and battle tops. They tested them on different surfaces. On PA day, we made cupcakes to celebrate birthdays. Also, October is about Halloween. We had small party and shared goodies. During the month, SA children explored some activities related to Halloween such as pumpkin carving, counting pumpkin stripes, measuring sizes, counting seeds, tasting seeds, salt glue spider webs, etc. 

Can you believe there was snowstorm in November? Yes, winter is step away from us. On this month, most of boys enjoyed make snowballs at the back field and pushed them together to make snowball Dam. 

Christmas is around the corner, and we started discussing what we wanted our Christmas songs to be. We can’t wait to perform for all the parents. We hope to see you there.
Please continue to dress your child warmly as the weather getting colder.

SA 104
By: Stacey
It seem like October came and flew by in the blink of an eye. The children in room 104 had fun exploring fall and the changing scenery that comes along with the season. They were interested in the changing colors of the trees, and enjoyed playing outside in the crisp, cool air. The children explored fall colours and made fall coloured cookies with maple and vanilla flavouring. The children helped measure ingredients and knead the dough. They chose to make red, yellow and green cookies. They also enjoyed painting fall trees using finger paint. Children represented their understanding of fall by creating fall crowns filled with different coloured leaves. To get even more into the cozy feels of fall, we sampled apple cider which the children thoroughly enjoyed! In room 104, we explored the area by going for a nature walk to examine the trees and collect fall leaves. The children were also excited to learn how to play ‘Go Fish' as they were interested in playing card games with peers outside in the fall air and also indoors. We enjoyed the fall weather by having picnics outside on the field. Room 104 also enjoyed reading books about Halloween and Thanksgiving as a group. 
October also means Halloween! The children came dressed as super heroes, princesses, skeletons, power rangers and more. We kicked off Halloween with a party, with delicious treats and chips. The children participated in games such as ‘Pin the Spider on the Web', a pumpkin drawing contest, and Freeze Dance to some Halloween themed music. We talked about Halloween safety and trick or treating, and the children also had the opportunity to create reflector bracelets to be sure to be seen while trick or treating.

Fall came and went, but we look forward to enjoying the rest of the year with the children. Raina and I are happy to see how far the children have come since we have first met them in July. We are excited to spend more time with the lovely bunch in room 104 as we prepare for the Christmas concert in December!

POP - SA
by: Magda
Christmas is around the corner!  At POP SA Room we welcomed Cecilia, Susanna and  Zahnayah.  We also said goodbye to Allison.  She was with us for a long time.  

In September the children were interested in building different things.  They turned the Drama Centre into a building site.  They decided who was the manager and who answer the phone, etc. They built a fence around the building site and they used a workbench to fix things. They also did not forget to put on work hats for safety.  They build houses, CN tower, apartment buildings with different size boxes.  They used Lego to build housed, a city, cars, jets and airplanes.

In October we celebrated Thanksgiving and Diwali. We thank God for everything we have like our families and friends. We have few children's birthdays from September to November. One activity they liked to do is making a birthday cake!  About a week or so before the child's birthday he/she come to me and ask me, 'Can I make a cake for my birthday?'  Each child chooses the flavor of the cake and who among his friends to decorate the cake with him/her. 

We also celebrated Halloween.  I was away at the time so Atiya along with the children prepared the Halloween party.  They made crafts Halloween bags.  All the children brought different Halloween treats, like chocolates, chips, popcorn and candy to share with each other.

Since September the weather has been very good, we have enjoyed our outdoor time. The children enjoyed the fresh air and observing the changes of the environment.  They collect pine cones and leaves with different colors, sizes and shapes.  We talked about the changes in the outdoor environment and played basketball, Soccer, 4Square and had races around the field. 

In November the children remembered those who fought for us long time ago.  The children turned the Drama Centre into soldier field with poppy wreath and poppy flowers and put up a sign that said 'Legend Never Dies.' We are practicing for our Christmas Concert. 

Parents, please make sure that your child has a snow suit, gloves/mittens, winter hat and boots so that the children are dressed for outdoor play in the snow. See you at the Christmas Concert and we wish you a very happy New Year.

POP – KG

By: Angela
What a fantastic start to the school year! We have officially opened up our brand new POP-KG Satellite Program with 8 children and a new teacher, Angela. We have settled into a routine and the children have been busy at work with many new activities. The weather was nice and sunny his month so we had a few outdoor picnics to enjoy the sunlight before the cold weather. We had a few classroom projects this month including our Chicken City road map, and implemented some classroom tools like our Sticker Chart and Helping Hands board. We also celebrated Mattheo’s birthday this month. Just a reminder that all programming is posted every 2 weeks on the classroom documentation board – remember to take a look!

October marked our first annual POP KG Halloween event! Children worked hard behind the scenes to prepare and practice for the event. They decorated trick or treat bags, made apple juice for the parents and printed pumpkin decorations. On the day of the event, children came in costumes and started by trick or treating in the school age room with their personalized trick or treat bags. Children strutted their stuff down our orange carpet after enjoying some treats provided by the centre and some of the families. A huge thank you to the families for their contributions and participations – we hope you enjoyed it! Pictures of the Halloween Runway have been posted in the classroom.

November has been a chilly month – we are currently enjoying the snow and ice outdoors! Just a reminder to parents to make sure your child is dressed appropriately for the cold weather: boots, snow pants, jacket, hat, scarf, gloves. So far this month we celebrated Zayden’s birthday on Nov. 4th by baking and decorating a birthday cake, as well as created our own poppies to commemorate Remembrance Day. We are currently preparing for our Christmas Concert, where we will be performing a dance to Bing Crosby’s “Mele Kalikimaka” – Hope to see you there[image: image3.png]



